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A

Circus

and a
PAL

iy Michelle Rinaca
Sarmsata Cownty Sherifs Office

It's no speret. thal Snrsoatn
Caonnty SheriT Bill Balkwill has a
hig heart for kids. In 2004, when he
hasird thie Saraants Fllll'l:nl;l.' Fi{'ha_u'll
Ronrd woies faced with i1.-|1.'m|._:' to cut
the long-runming Sailar Circus
_'.-:rL|I]1 PrOgTAIm from nbs h|_|ri|'_;vilt e
docded 1o .lu:il:-||| it s aine of 1_th
Palica Athlatae [_.1_r||-;|_1--'|-' (PAL
aftor-schonl programe,

J'l.]'lll.ln'.q'h it hee r-|'||.|.|1|_'| o noew
home, the Snilor Cireus 18 not vouor
|-r-:]i|:'.u||'_'.-' PAL netivity, Started as
a small ]”F-]1 school Eymnastics pro
gram in 1948, it hos grown into o
spoctaculor four-ring youth eircus
unlike any othor. Sarasota County,
with i1ts deep circus roots dating
back to the beginning of the
Ringling Brothers and Barmum and
Bailey Circus, has smbraced it. The
apllor Circus 8 now the lo WEesL-
FUENNInE }'t&iuilb CINCOE Program in
the United States. Through the
viears, more than 10,000 school-
oo :I'I.IL-HL have E.II.'I'I‘_I.I: myied belure
pudiences exceeding ome million
And vach performance has its
uriggue story.

Circus aifracts vouil)

Thea circus arts are used as a safe
alternative teaching method and
intervention program for at-risk
yvouth in the community. You will

find the students performing 8 mix-

ture of traditional creus acts, such

by wirs, jyoelim o
a5 high wire, juggling,

hi! I'IILI. hill.illl\."

Rary fss grenim
indo o flrer pee-
mﬂnm“—*hw hmﬂlﬂﬂm-i;-i
tima job. His success in the Salor Cerus has helpod him govelop into an aaset o the
community and o kource of prate for b Eamily. Hie i an inggiention Do the progeam
and rmobvades Bl who e Fvclesd i maks sere the Sallor Cecas cominuos o be The
Greatest “Litths” Show on Earts.

ing and aenal acrobati

more modern Cirque-d

- -

5 l':l!ll'\.illlll' |.I|!

act=, It 18 truly a stunming show that

all ages, Students
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reégeive constant support and
encouragement while attending the
Sailor Circus program, but the sup-
port extends much further.
Graduating seniorg are rewarded for
their positivie behavior and hard
work with college scholarships
encouraging their continued success
in achool.

Sherill Balkwill and PAL are
fully committed to ensuring this
program's leng-term future, Shartly
gfter prruming responsibility for the
Sailor Circus in 2006, an advisary
pommittes was formed to study the
pxisting facility and make recom-
menddations to Hovt Architects. The
ndvisory eommittes includes circus
professionals as well as local busi-
tess owners, Among them: Seott
Dispond, head of ngnng for Cirgue-
du-Saleil; Debra Walk, corator of the
Ranglimg Cireus Museum: Phil
Mancini, Michael'z on East
Restaurant; John Saputo, Gold
Const Eagle Distributing; Pete
Adams, prosident-elect of the Circus
Fans of America; and Jon Swift,
pressdent of Jon Swift Constructon
and current PAL. board president.

After sovern]l months of careful
evaluntion and discussions with
commumnity and government offi-
cinls, PA.L. has launched a Capital
Campaign to completely renovate
the existing arena and grounds. The

Is There A Florida
Sheriff In Your Family
Tree?

Regular readers of The SherifFz
Stoar magazine may recall the
excerpts we have been publishing
from "The Encyclopedia of Florida
Sheriffs,” which is being compiled
and edited by Victor B. Silvestr,

Silvestn recently wrote to FSA o
annourice the "final eall” for infor-
mation so he can focus on getting
the ook published. IF vou have
information on active Sherifls,
retired or former SheriTz and (hmi-
lies of deceased Sheriffs, he wants
to hear from you,

The encyelopedia will include a

current
controlled, is utilised by the public
only 14 davs & vess The goal of this
campaigm is o rese £8 million for
the complete tranefrmation of the
property into & sel-functional
community faclits Upen comple-
tion, it is antiapeted that the new

| Faeility will be wsed Between 80 and

T0 days a vear for events that will
serve the commumity and generate
revenue that will fend PA L. pro-
grams, Funds w38 go to the Sailor
Circus Foundatios Endowment to
ensure the lang-term future of the
Sailor Circus in Ssrasota County.
The primary fasction of this new
facility will be to ssrve as the per-
manent hame of the Sailor Circus
youth program snd headquarters
fior the Police Athletic League in
Sarnsotn County. The planned reno-
vations include & sew roaf, floor,
senting structure and complete cli-
mnte control svstemms for the per-
formance arena. The rigoing for tho
cireus shows will ke redirected to
the coiling instesd of the Noar,
thore will be star dssesing roomsa
and o green romm wall be added to
thir oronn. A catersmg kitchen will
bo constructed o SBalitate events
roquiring food servee. All of the old
outbuildings will &= replaced by the
new EducationaliActivity Center,
which will house & grmnasium, the
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which b= not climate | Sailor Circus Museum, new rest-
| room facilities and administrative

offices,

With the renovation of the exist-
ing facility, the community will
have a 31,000 sq. ft., climate-con-
trolled arena located in a prime
midtown lecation that will be nbla
to host concerts, artigtic perform-
ances, trade shows, community
fairs, galas and other revenie-gen.
erating events. Additionally, the
pymnasium facility, loented in the
new Educational/Activity Conter,
will be available ns o 7,800 &q. f.
miseting or events hall that can be
rented out to the business commu-
nity for meetings, parties or other
revenus-gencrating ovents

The suceoss of the capital cam-

; paign will rely heavily upon dona-

tions made by individuals or eorpo-
rations, The Sailor Circus = look-
ing for domors that suppart pro-
grams which motivate young peo-
ple to chnnnel their energies into
activitics that build ehnrncter and
sclf osteem, nnd those who want to
gt the eontinantion of the Sailor
Chireus as o Sarpsotn institution,

If you mre interested in contribul-

| ing to the future of the Sailor

Circus please contact Lt Keith
Muncy at (841) 316-8108 or visil
online at www.sailvrcreus o, O

comprehensive list of Florida
Sheriffs, including condensed biog-
raphiieg, family penealogies and his-
tory of their service, from 1821 to
2006, The projected date of avail-
ahility is Diecember 2007,

If yvou haven't yel responded, send
information no later than August
2007 to: Victor R Silvestri, Editar,
661 Tall Oaks Road, Defunink
Bprings, FL 32435-8972, or e-mail
him: summersipdsvs net, His phone
57 Hal-8H2-R0E2

Please note that thiz projgect ia
mdependent of the Flarida Sheriils
Association, although we support
Silvestiri in hiz eforts. Be sure ta
enrrespond directly with him (not
FSA) for timely consideration. O
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